
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• Any children’s books checked out on or after May 17 
are due September 15. 

• If you would like to keep any children’s books that 
were checked out before May 17 for the summer, 
please renew them.  Otherwise, please return them 
by their due dates. 

• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the 
summer.  Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

(Lower School) 
Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
• Summer reading recommendations 
 

The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 

Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
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7 Ways to make Summer Reading  
a NON-CHORE! 

 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 



A Is For Activist 
by Innosanto Nagara 
Learn about community, equity, 
and fighting for justice with 
alliteration, rhyming, and vibrant 
illustrations. 

Learn the Alphabet/Learn To Count 
with Northwest Coast Native Art 
by Native Elements 
Vivid, stunning illustrations make 
numbers and letters a joy to behold. 

Stand up and Sing!: Pete Seeger, Folk 
Music, and the Path To Justice  
by Susanna Reich 
Learn about Pete Seeger and how he 
used music to fuel activism for causes 
including Civil Rights, ending the 
Vietnam War, and cleaning up the 
Hudson River. 

Puffy: People Whose Hair Defies 
Gravity by Aya de León 
Simple text and beautiful 
photographs celebrate puffy hair. 

Bone By Bone by Sara Levine 
If you didn't have any bones, what 
would you look like? It wouldn't be 
pretty! Read all about vertebrates--
animals with bones--and find out 
just how bones shape what all kinds 
of animals look like. 

Follow the Moon Home 
by Phillippe Cousteau 
Viv adjusts to life in a new town and 
new school, and unites her 
community to save baby sea turtles 
from human-produced light. 

Non-Fiction/Concepts 

Me… Jane by Patrick McDonnell 
Clutching her stuffed toy chimpanzee, 
young Jane Goodall observes nature, 
reads Tarzan books, and dreams of one 
day moving to Africa to study and help 
endangered animals. 

Whoosh! by Chris Barton 
Lonnie Johnson lived a full life 
before he became a NASA 
engineer; this is his story, from his 
childhood to his accidental 
invention of the Super Soaker 
water gun. 

What Makes a Baby: A Book for Every 
Kind of Family and Every Kind of Kid 
by Cory Silverberg 
Describes the processes of 
conception, gestation, and birth in 
clear and simple language. 



I’m New Here by Anne Sibley O’Brien 
Three children, from Somalia, 
Guatemala, and Korea, gradually 
make friends and adjust to their new 
homes and schools in the USA. 

Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille 
by Jen Bryant 
After losing his eyesight in early childhood, 
Louis Braille wanted to read so much that 
he invented a touch alphabet that became 
standard and is still in use today. 

Feathers Not Just for Flying  
by Melissa Stewart 
Young naturalists will meet sixteen 
birds in this  introduction to the many 
practical uses of feathers. 

Seeds of Change 
by Jen Cullerton Johnson 
Tells the story of Kenyan Nobel 
Peace Prize winner and 
environmentalist Wangari Maathai 
and how she started a movement to 
restore Kenya's ecosystem by 
planting millions of trees. 

I Face the Wind by Vicki Cobb 
Hands-on activities introduce the 
characteristics and actions of the 
wind.  Find a windy place, bring 
some balloons, and make learning 
physics a breeze. 

Non-Fiction/Concepts, cont’d. 

Teammates by Peter Golenbock 
When Jackie Robinson joined the Dodgers, 
most of his fellow baseball players hurt him 
with racist words and actions; but Pee-Wee 
Reese, his teammate and friend, supported 
and defended him. 

Giant Squid by Candace Fleming 
Simple text and jaw-dropping 
illustrations explore the mysterious 
life of the elusive giant squid. 

Sonia Sotomayor: A Judge Grows in 
the Bronx/La Juez que Creció en el 
Bronx by Jonah Winter 
A biography of the first Puerto Rican, 
and third woman, to serve as 
Supreme Court Justice.  

The William Hoy Story by Nancy Churlin 
When deaf William Hoy couldn’t hear 
the umpire, he asked him to use hand 
signals. That day, he finally got on 
base—and also changed the way the 
game was played forever. 



Butterfly Eyes and Other Secrets of the 
Meadow by Joyce Sidman 
Discover the hidden world of the 
meadow in this unique combination of 
poetry riddles and science wisdom. 

Monster Goose by Judy Sierra 
A collection of twenty-five nursery 
rhymes, rewritten to feature 
vampires, ghouls, mummies, the 
Loch Ness monster, and other 
fearsome creatures. 

Flutter & Hum: Animal Poems / 
Aleteo y Zumbido: Poemas de 
Animales by Julie Paschkis 
All sorts of animals flutter and 
hum, dance and stretch, slither 
and leap their way through this 
collection of poems. 

Raindrops Roll by April Pulley Sayre 
Sheds light on the wonders of rain, 
from the beauty of a raindrop 
balanced on a leaf to the never-
ending water cycle that keeps our 
planet in balance. 

In the Sea by David Elliott 
Lighthearted poems introduce the 
diversity of underwater life and 
consider the behaviors and 
interactions of creatures, ranging 
from sea horses and spiny sea 
urchins to sharks and blue whales. 

When Green Becomes Tomatoes 
by Julie Fogliano 
A poetic celebration of the seasons 
describes flowers blooming, sheets 
of snow, and happy frogs dancing in 
the rain. 

Bee-Bim Bop! by Linda Sue Park 
A child, eager for a favorite meal, 
helps with the shopping, food 
preparation, and table setting. 

Poetry 

Good Sports by Jack Prelutsky 
Poems about football, skating, 
basketball, karate, and other sports 
celebrate the joy of competitive 
play, teamwork, and the 
importance of good sportsmanship. 

Fresh-Picked Poetry 
by Michelle Schaub 
Poems at the farmers' market 
invite readers to look, eat, and 
learn while perusing the stands. 



¡El Gallo Que No Se Callaba! / The Rooster 
Who Would Not Be Quiet! 
by Carmen Agra Deedy 
Elected mayor of La Paz for his promise to 
make things more peaceful, Don Pepe 
outlaws singing—until a rooster begins 
crowing persistently and will not stop. 

Blocks by Irene Dickson 
Ruby has red blocks.  Benji has blue 
blocks. What will happen when both 
children refuse to share? 

King For a Day by Rukhsana Khan 
A Pakistani boy tries to capture the 
most kites during Basant, the annual 
spring kite festival, and become 
"king" for the day. 

A Hand to Hold by Zetta Elliott 
Can you hold onto someone with 
your heart instead of your hand? 
When it’s time to start school, a 
little girl must let go of her father’s 
hand in order to reach out and grab 
hold of something new. 

Fiction 

A Beach Tail 
by Karen Lynn Williams 
When his father tells him not 
to leave the lion he is drawing 
on the beach, a little boy 
starts making a very, very long 
tail--and a trail to follow back. 

Uh-Oh! by Shutta Crum 
Two toddlers experience minor 
mishaps and misadventures while 
enjoying a day at the beach. 

Grace for President  
by Kelly DiPucchio 
When Grace discovers that there 
has never been a female U.S. 
president, she decides to run for 
school president… but can she win 
enough electoral votes? 

Are We There Yet? by Nina Laden 
On the way to visit the grandparents, a 
young child's constant refrain of "Are 
we there yet?" turns a boring car trip 
into an imaginative adventure. 

Kunu’s Basket by Lee DeCora Francis 
Feeling frustrated when his first 
attempt to weave a basket fails, a 
Penobscot Indian boy receives help and 
encouragement from his grandfather. 



When We Were Alone 
by David A. Robertson 
An inquisitive young girl, working in the 
garden with her kókom, asks a series of 
questions and learns about her 
grandmother’s struggle and survival at 
an American Indian boarding school. 

The Night Gardener 
by The Fan Brothers 
Everyone on Grimloch Lane enjoys 
the trees and shrubs clipped into 
animal masterpieces after dark by 
the Night Gardener, but William, a 
lonely boy, spots the artist, follows 
him, and helps with his special 
work. 

Quackers by Liz Wong 
Quackers has always believed that he is 
a duck, but when he meets new friends 
who look like him and call themselves 
cats, has to re-think things. 

Thanks To the Animals 
by Allen Sockabasin 
In 1900 during the Passamaquoddy 
winter migration in Maine, Baby Zoo 
Sap falls off the family bobsled. The 
forest animals, hearing his cries, 
gather to protect him until his father 
returns to find him. 

¡Si, Se Puede! / Yes, We Can!: Janitor 
Strike in L.A. by Diana Cohn 
When Carlitos‘ mother leads her co-
workers in a strike, Carlitos supports 
her by making posters in his class and 
joining the marchers. 

Fiction, cont’d. 

The Airport Book by Lisa Brown 
A family makes their way through the 
airport, from checking their bags to 
going through security to waiting at 
the gate—but a favorite stuffed toy 
has gone missing. 

How Do You Say? / ¿Cómo Se Dice? 
by Angela Dominguez 
The story of two giraffes, one English-
speaking and one Spanish-speaking, 
who overcome the language barrier to 
forge a friendship. 

Worm Loves Worm by J.J. Austrian 
Two worms in love decide to get 
married, and with help from Cricket, 
Beetle, Spider, and the Bees they have 
everything they need and more.  But 
who will be the bride and who will be 
the groom? 

Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 
After he passes his swimming test, little 
Jabari decides he's ready to try jumping 
off the diving board; but when the big 
moment arrives, Jabari needs a moment 
to work up the courage. 
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