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The Animal Book: A Collection of the Fastest, 

Fiercest, Toughest, Cleverest, Shyest - and Most 

Surprising - Animals on Earth 

written and illustrated by Steve Jenkins 

(Houghton Mifflin Books for Children/HMH, 2013) 

300 exotic and every-day animals and the amazing 

things they do are presented with stunning, detailed 

illustrations. (9-13)    

 

*Animalium 

by Jenny Broom, illustrated by Katie Scott 

(Big Picture Press/Candlewick, 2014) 

This “museum” of the animal kingdom matches 

incredible colorful illustrations with informative text 

introducing the tree of life, the theory of evolution, 

and biodiversity. (9-13)    

 

Be a Beach Detective 

written and illustrated by Peggy Kochanoff 

(Nimbus Publishing, 2015) 

Can dead jelly fish still sting you? Fascinating 

information about common sea creatures and plants. 

Detailed labeled illustrations, glossary and 

references. (8-11)    

 

Billions of Years, Amazing Changes: The Story of 

Evolution 

by Laurence Pringle, illustrated by Steve Jenkins 

(Boyds Mills Press, 2011) 

This engaging book presents the evidence for the 

theory of evolution and explains how new species 

appear and how genes cause change. Drawings and 

photographs  illustrate the ideas. (11-16)    

 

Biomimicry: Inventions Inspired by Nature 

by Dora Lee, illustrated by Margot Thompson 

(Kids Can Press, 2011) 

Discover how inventions such as Velcro, sharkskin-

inspired swimsuits, biodegradable plastics and many 

more were created. (11-14)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*A Black Hole Is Not a Hole 

by Carolyn Cinami DeCristofano, illustrated by 

Michael Carroll 

(Charlesbridge, 2012) 

Clear explanations, dramatic images and 

photographs, and helpful diagrams introduce these  

“spaces with a powerful pull.” Time line, glossary, 

literary resources, and websites.  (9-13)    

 

*Breakthrough!: How Three People Saved “Blue 

Babies” and Changed Medicine Forever 

by Jim Murphy 

(Clarion Books/HMH, 2015) 

In 1944, two white doctors (one a woman) and an 

African American lab assistant work together to 

pioneer heart surgery on babies. Photographs and 

back matter. (12-15)    

 

*Buzz About Bees 

by Kari-Lynn Winters 

(Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2013) 

An in-depth account of the history and social 

structure of bees with activities and clearly labeled 

drawings and photographs. (8-12)    

 

The Call of the Osprey (Scientists in the Field 

series) 

by Dorothy Hinshaw Patent, photographed by 

William Muñoz 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2015) 

In mining areas of Montana, the gigantic nests and 

close family life of these fish-catching birds help 

researchers monitor the effects of mercury 

contaminants on them. Vivid photographs. (9-12)    

 

*The Case of the Vanishing Golden Frogs: A 

Scientific Mystery 

by Sandra Markle 

(Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2011) 

The story of an endangered amphibian is told as a 

page-turning mystery. Clear language explains 

scientific facts, while exquisite photographs support 

this important tale. (9-14)    
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The Case of the Vanishing Honeybees: A 

Scientific Mystery 

by Sandra Markle 

(Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2013) 

Why are so many honeybees dying? Scientists try to 

solve the mystery. Engaging, helpful photographs 

and illustrations. (8-12)    

 

The Case of the Vanishing Little Brown Bats: A 

Scientific Mystery 

by Sandra Markle 

(Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2014) 

Before it is too late, scientists must find out what is 

killing little brown bats, which are essential in 

keeping insects under control. Color photographs. 

(8-12)    

 

Cat Champions: Caring for our Feline Friends 

by Rob Laidlaw 

(Pajama Press, 2014) 

Young people find humane ways to care for lost, 

abandoned, and neglected cats.  Color photographs, 

resources, glossary, and links.  (8-12)    

 

Chasing Cheetahs: The Race to Save Africa’s 

Fastest Cats (Scientists in the Field series) 

by Sy Montgomery, photographed by Nic Bishop 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2014) 

Dr. Laurie Marker leads a dedicated team in 

Namibia to rescue these graceful animals from 

extinction, vivified by stunning photographs. Well-

referenced with map and additional material.  

(11–13)    

 

Chocolate: Sweet Science and Dark Secrets of the 

World’s Favorite Treat 

by Kay Frydenborg 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2015) 

The Amazon rain forest and Mesoamerica, Spanish 

conquistadores and exploitation, sustainable 

farming, and delicious recipes---a troubling, but 

tasty history. Illustrated with photographs, 

Resources. (11-15)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Citizen Scientists: Be a Part of Scientific 

Discovery from Your Own Backyard 

by Loree Griffin Burns, photographed by Ellen 

Harasimowicz 

(Henry Holt & Co. BFYR/Macmillan, 2012) 

Fall butterflying, winter birding, spring frogging, 

summer ladybugging--learn about the techniques 

and equipment needed to enjoy contributing to the 

advance of knowledge of the natural world. 

Glossary, resources, bibliography. (8-14)    

 

City Critters: Wildlife in the Urban Jungle 

by Nicholas Read 

(Orca Book Publishers, 2012) 

Learn about the surprising animals that share our 

cities and the mixed blessings they bring. Colorful 

photographs. (9-12)    

 

Counting Lions: Portraits from the Wild 

by Katie Cotton, illustrated by Stephen Walton 

(Candlewick Press, 2015) 

A non-traditional counting book that lyrically 

describes ten creatures of the wild, their behaviors, 

habitats, and endangered status. Realistically 

detailed charcoal illustrations. (8-12)    

 

Curiosity’s Mission on Mars: Exploring the Red 

Planet 

by Ron Miller 

(Twenty-First Century/Lerner, 2014) 

The space rover Curiosity was sent to Mars loaded 

with scientific equipment. It sends back information, 

helping us to better understand conditions Red 

Planet. Bibliography, glossary, notes, photographs. 

(11-14)    

 

*Curious Critters: Marine 

written and photographed by David FitzSimmons 

(Wild Iris Pub., 2015) 

Twenty North American ocean inhabitants share 

their unique stories. Breathtaking photographs. 

Backmatter. (8-11)    
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Cyberbullying 

by Heather E. Schwartz 

(Capstone, 2013) 

The very real dangers for young people in our 

technology-rich world are explained with advice for 

targets, bullies and parents. (9-14)    

 

The Dolphins of Shark Bay  

by Pamela S. Turner, photographed by Scott Tuason 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2013) 

Learn about dolphin behavior in Australia as 

scientists record their every day activities and 

surprisingly intelligent behavior. Colorful 

photographs. (10-14)    

 

Ebola: Fears and Facts 

by Patricia Newman 

(Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2015) 

The origin, treatment, and ongoing challenges of the 

deadly disease is explained. Photographs, maps, and 

backmatter. (12-15)    

 

The Elements: The Building Blocks of the 

Universe (Scholastic Discover More series) 

by Dan Green 

(Scholastic Press, 2012) 

Learn about the properties and uses of the basic 

substances--from hydrogen to ununhexium-- that 

everything on Earth is made of.  Clear diagrams and 

photographs. (9-12)    

 

*The Elephant Scientist 

written by Caitlin O’Connell and Donna M. Jackson, 

photographs by Caitlin O’Connell and Timothy 

Rodwell 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2011) 

Magnificent, close-up photographs help to describe 

the communication, group behavior and more about 

African elephants in their native habitat. (9-12)    

 

Eruption: Volcanoes and the Science of Saving 

Lives 

by Elizabeth Rusch, photographed by Tom Uhlman 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2013) 

These scientists work to protect the lives of people 

living in the danger zone when volcanoes erupt. 

Gorgeous photographs, (9-13)    

 

 

Far from Shore: Chronicles of an Open Ocean 

Voyage 

written and illustrated by Sophie Webb 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2011) 

A day-to-day description of the ocean and its life 

during a Pacific voyage is enhanced with soft, 

skillful watercolors. (10-14)    

 

Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary 

by Gail Jarrow 

(Calkins Creek/Highlights, 2015) 

In the early 1900s, numerous cases of typhoid fever 

are traced to one individual. This meticulously 

researched history is related with clarity and 

suspense. Archival photographs, notes, bibliography. 

(11-15)    

 

Feel the Force 

by Tom Adams, illustrated by Thomas Flintham 

(Templar Books/Candlewick, 2011) 

What exactly is electricity? Magnetism? Light? Pop-

ups, pull tabs, and flaps plus a few experiments 

explain why things work the way they do. (8-11)    

 

Fourth Down and Inches: Concussions and 

Football’s Make-or-Break Moment 

by Carla Killough McClafferty 

(Carolrhoda Books/Lerner, 2013) 

Graphic technical details describe of head and brain 

traumas that have plagued the game of football since 

the nineteenth century. Sources, web sites and 

bibliography. Photos and diagrams. (12-17)    

 

Fractions In Disguise 

by Edward Einhorn, illustrated by David Clark 

(Charlesbridge, 2014) 

Mr. Factor, who loves fractions, goes on an exciting 

adventure to gain a prized possession. Humorous ink 

and watercolor illustrations. (8–11)    

 

Get the Scoop on Animal Poop! 

by Dawn Cusick 

(Imagine/Charlesbridge, 2012) 

All animals need to eliminate waste from their 

bodies, and they do it in many different ways.  

Accessible facts presented with humor. Detailed 

photographs. (8-12)    
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The Great Monkey Rescue: Saving the Golden 

Lion Tamarins 

by Sandra Markle 

(Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2015) 

Scientists use unique strategies to save Brazil’s 

Golden Lion Tamarin monkeys from the brink of 

extinction. Gorgeous color photos. (8-10)    

 

*Hello from 2030: The Science of the Future and 

You 

by Jan Paul Schutten, translated from the Dutch by 

Ilse Craane 

(Aladdin/Beyond Words/Simon & Schuster BFYR, 

2014) 

What will be different in 2030? Possibilities are 

discussed, based on the technology that we now 

possess, and issues to consider. Color photographs. 

(9-13)    

 

*How They Croaked:  The Awful Ends of the 

Awfully Famous 

by Georgia Bragg, illustrated by Kevin O’Malley 

(Bloomsbury, 2011) 

This humorous, irreverent, and sometimes gory 

examination of the life and death of nineteen 

celebrities is not for the squeamish! Includes 

fascinating related facts and a multitude of sources. 

(12-14)    

 

The Human Body: The Story of How We Protect, 

Repair, and Make Ourselves Stronger 

by H P Newquist 

(Viking Juvenile/Penguin, 2015) 

The history of repairing human bodies through the 

centuries is explained, from a 5000-year-old 

artificial eye to CAT Scans. Drawings and historical 

photographs. (11-15)    

 

*Human Body Theater 

written and illustrated by Mary Wicks 

(First Second/Roaring Brook Press/Macmillan, 

2015) 

A comprehensive, but humorous overview of human 

physiology uses friendly, cartoon-like body parts 

and elements as characters. Helpful diagrams. (9-12)    

 

 

 

 

Invincible Microbe: Tuberculosis and the Never-

Ending Search For a Cure 

by Jim Murphy and Alison Blank 

(Clarion Books/HMH, 2012) 

The social and medical history of the ravages of 

tuberculosis and search for a cure is presented in 

clear, accessible language. Archival photographs and 

drawings. (10-14)    

 

Jasper’s Story: Saving Moon Bears 

by Jill Robinson and Marc Bekoff, illustrated by 

Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen 

(Sleeping Bear Press, 2013) 

Jasper, an abused moon bear in China, is rescued 

and taken to live in a protected compound with other 

moon bears. Realistic, painted illustrations. (8-11)    

 

The Kids’ Book of Simple Machines: Cool 

Projects & Activities that Make Science Fun 

by Kelly Doudna 

(Mighty Media Kids, 2015) 

Use everyday items to learn about and build simple 

machines. Activities have step-by-step instructions. 

Concepts are well-illustrated with photographs.  

(8-12)    

 

Mathemagic!: Number Tricks 

by Lynda Colgan, illustrated by Jane Kurisu 

(Kids Can Press, 2011) 

Clever “magic tricks” illustrate the uses of ancient 

and modern number systems. (10-16)    

 

Matter Matters! 

by Tom Adams, illustrated by Thomas Flintham 

(Templar Books/Candlewick, 2012) 

Atoms, elements, solid, liquid, gas, and more are 

explained simply and depicted by colorful pop-ups. 

(8-12)    

 

The Mighty Mars Rovers: The Incredible 

Adventures of Spirit and Opportunity 

by Elizabeth Rusch 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2012) 

Join the rovers’ mission to explore Mars along with 

Steven Squyres, lead scientist, and his team. 

Illustrated with photos by Rover and of the scientists 

and engineers. (9-14)    
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Moonbird: A Year on the Wind with the Great 

Survivor B95 

by Phillip Hoose, photographs 

(Farrar Straus Giroux BFYR/Macmillan, 2012) 

Red Knots fly over 3,000 miles on their migration 

route. Can a bird make this journey nineteen times? 

Handsome color photographs. (11-14)    

 

*The Mystery of Darwin’s Frog 

by Marty Crump, illustrated by Steve Jenkins and 

Edel Rodriguez 

(Boyds Mills Press/Highlights, 2013) 

Over a 175-year period scientists made fascinating 

discoveries about the tiny frog that Darwin 

discovered in Chile in 1835. Drawings and 

photographs support the text. (9-12)    

 

Neighborhood Sharks: Hunting With the Great 

Whites of California’s Farallon Islands 

written and illustrated by Katherine Roy 

(David Macaulay Studio/Macmillan, 2014) 

All of the necessary conditions--from their anatomy 

to their environment--that enable sharks to capture 

their food are described. Striking, yet muted, color 

illustrations. (8-12)    

 

*The Next Wave: The Quest to Harness the 

Power of the Oceans (Scientists in the Field 

series) 

by Elizabeth Rusch 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2014) 

The power created by ocean waves offers a source of 

clean energy. Join the scientists working in the field 

to make this happen. Glossary, photographs, notes, 

and sources. (10-14)    

 

Night Sky (Scholastic Discover More series) 

by Giles Sparrow 

(Scholastic Press, 2012) 

Explore the stars, planets, and galaxies. Colorful 

photographs. (9-12)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Octopus Scientists : Exploring the Mind of a 

Mollusk (Scientists in the Field series) 

by Sy Montgomery, photographed by Keith 

Ellenbogen 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2015) 

Researchers on the island of Moorea near Tahiti 

search for the elusive octopus and uncover some of 

its fascinating secrets. Color photographs fill the 

pages. Index, bibliography. (8-12)    

 

*Octopuses! Strange and Wonderful 

by Laurence Pringle, illustrated by Meryl Henderson 

(Boyds Mills Press/Highlights, 2015) 

Learn all about these solitary, highly intelligent 

mollusks who can change color and shape in a 

fraction of a second and perform complex tasks. 

Finely detailed watercolor illustrations. Glossary, 

bibliography, and index. (8–11)    

 

Our Solar System 

by Seymour Simon 

(Harper/HarperCollins, 2014) 

A well-written photo-essay about our solar system 

includes dramatic full color photographs and 

spacecraft images.  (10-12)    

 

*Park Scientists: Gila Monsters, Geysers, and 

Grizzly Bears in America’s Own Backyard 

(Scientists in the Field series) 

by Mary Kay Carson, photographed by Tom 

Uhlman 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2014) 

Discover ways to study animal life and plant growth 

in Yellowstone, Sagaro, and Great Smoky Mountain 

National Parks. Profusely illustrated with 

photographs, maps, and diagrams. (10–13)    

 

Pedal It!: How Bicycles Are Changing the World 

by Michelle Mulder 

(Orca Book Publishers, 2013) 

The history and uses of bicycles that have been 

around for nearly 200 years is depicted in engaging 

text and photographs. (8-11)    
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Picture This! Animals 

by Margaret Hynes, illustrated by Andy Crisp 

(Kingfisher/Macmillan, 2014) 

A wide range of fundamental topics about the animal 

kingdom is covered in a visually appealing and easy-

to-read format. Clean, often humorous, illustrations.  

Helpful introduction, glossary, and index. (8-12)    

 

Planets: An Incredible Journey through our 

Solar System (Scholastic Discover More series) 

by Penelope Arlon and Tory Gordon-Harris 

(Scholastic Press, 2012) 

Learn about planets, galaxies, rockets, space 

shuttles, astronauts, and the International Space 

Station. Illuminating diagrams and photographs.  

(8-12)    

 

The Queen’s Shadow: A Story About How 

Animals See 

written and illustrated by Cybèle  Young 

(Kids Can Press, 2015) 

The science of animal eyesight is woven into a 

clever whodunit involving a haughty queen. 

Scientific notes. Digitally colored pen-and-ink 

illustrations. (8-12)    

 

Red Madness: How a Medical Mystery Changed 

What We Eat 

by Gail Jarrow 

(Calkins Creek/Highlights, 2014) 

The fascinating history of how doctors discovered 

the cause of pellagra, a horrible disease caused by 

malnutrition. Archival photos and illustrations.  

(11-14)    

 

Remaking the John: The Invention and 

Reinvention of the Toilet 

by Francesca Davis DiPiazza 

(Twenty-First Century Books/Lerner, 2014) 

From ancient times to the present challenges of poor 

sanitation and of space travel, this book chronicles 

the history of the toilet. Photographs, source notes, 

and other backmatter. (11-14)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running Dry: The Global Water Crisis 

by Stuart A. Kallen 

(Twenty-First Century Books/Lerner, 2015) 

Is there enough clean water for everyone? What 

might be causing the world to run dry? Explore the 

answers. Photographs, index, and bibliography.  

(12-15)    

 

*Sand Swimmers: The Secret Life of Australia’s 

Desert Wilderness 

written and illustrated by Narelle Oliver 

(Candlewick Press, 2015) 

An astonishing variety of wildlife has adapted to the 

extremely harsh conditions in the desert of Central 

Australia. Meticulously detailed mixed-media 

illustrations. (8-12)    

 

*Scaly Spotted Feathered Frilled 

by Catherine Thimmesh 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2013) 

How paleontologists and artists describe dinosaurs is 

presented in a well-researched study. Realistic 

illustrations (9-12)    

 

The Science of Soccer: A Bouncing Ball and A 

Banana Kick 

by John Taylor 

(University of New Mexico Press, 2014) 

The physics, math, biomechanics, and biochemistry 

or soccer are explained with illustrations, diagrams 

and photographs. Includes glossary, experiments, 

bibliography and index. (12-15)    

 

Scorpions!: Strange and Wonderful 

by Laurence Pringle, illustrated by Meryl Henderson 

(Boyds Mills/Highlights, 2013) 

From the cephalothorax (head) to abdomen (end), 

this predator’s world is revealed. Supportive 

paintings.  (8-11)    

 

Sea Turtle Scientist (Scientists in the Field series) 

by Stephen R. Swinburne 

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt BFYR, 2014) 

Scientist Kimberly Stewart leads the fascinating 

study of the life cycle and behavioral habits of an 

ancient and endangered species as well as efforts to 

save them. Vivid photos. (10–13)    
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*Seabird in the Forest: The Mystery of the 

Marbled Murrelet 

written and illustrated by Joan Dunning 

(Boyds Mills Press, 2011) 

Where does the marbled murrelet nest and raise 

young? After many years of searching, scientists 

found the surprising answer. Lush, textured 

illustrations. (8-12)    

 

Shaking the Foundation: Charles Darwin and the 

Theory of Evolution 

by Sylvia Johnson 

(Twenty-First Century/Lerner, 2013) 

The nature of Darwin’s theory and of its opposition 

are examined. Black-and-white photos and 

illustrations. Extensive back matter and references. 

(14+)    

 

*Shapes in Math, Science and Nature: Squares, 

Triangles and Circles 

by Catherine Sheldrick Ross, illustrated by Bill 

Slavin 

(Kids Can Press, 2014) 

Activities with the three basic geometric  shapes 

demonstrate their importance in the real world. 

Instructions, diagrams, and drawings provided.  

(10-14)    

 

The Skull in the Rock: How a Scientist, a Boy, 

and Google Earth Opened a New Window on 

Human Origins 

by Lee R. Berger, and Marc Aronson 

(National Geographic, 2012) 

After nine-year-old Matthew finds a fossil, his father 

discovers new ways of looking at human evolution. 

(8-12)    

 

Spidermania: Friends on the Web 

by Alexandra Siy, photographed by Dennis Kunkel 

(Holiday House, 2015) 

This informative overview of spider anatomy, 

behavior, and habitats includes additional material, 

glossary, sources, a bibliography, and up-close 

photography. (8-12)    

 

 

 

 

 

STEM Trailblazer Bios  

 Aerospace Engineer Aprille Ericsson and 

 Computer Engineer Ruchi Sanghvi  
by Laura Hamilton Waxman 

 SpaceX and Tesla Motors Engineer Elon 

Musk and 

 Theoretical Physicist Brian Greene  
by Matt Doeden 

(Lerner Publications, 2015) 

Meet scientists, technologists, engineers, and 

mathematicians whose passion for discovery and 

innovation are changing the world and our 

understanding of it. Photographs. (10-12)    

 

The Story of Life: A First Book about Evolution 

by Catherine Barr and Steve Williams, illustrated by 

Amy Husband 

(Frances Lincoln Children's Books, 2015) 

From the hot noisy world of volcanoes four billion 

years ago to the furry animals that became humans, 

evolution is explained in a clear simple text with 

helpful illustrations. (8-11)    

 

Stronger Than Steel: Spider Silk DNA and the 

Quest for Better Bulletproof Vests, Sutures, and 

Parachute Rope (Scientists in the Field series) 

by Bridget Heos, photographs by Andy Comins 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2013) 

Imagine implanting goats, silkworms, and alfalfa 

with the DNA of golden orb weaver spiders to 

develop a more useful quality of silk. Photographs. 

References. (11-14)    

 

*The Tapir Scientist (Scientists in the Field 

series) 

by Sy Montgomery, photographed by Nic Bishop 

(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, 2013) 

A team of scientists conduct meticulous field 

research to save the tapir from extinction. Lively 

narrative and stunning photographs convey their 

challenges and successes. (10-14)    
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That’s A Possibility!: A Book About What Might 

Happen 

written and illustrated by Bruce Goldstone 

(Henry Holt & Co. BFYR/Macmillan, 2013) 

It is more certain than probable, with these fun 

photos and examples, that you will walk away with a 

better grasp and appreciation of probabilities. (8-11)    

 

Their Skeletons Speak: Kennewick Man and the 

Paleoamerican World 

by Sally M. Walker and Douglas W. Owsley 

(Carolrhoda Books/Lerner, 2012) 

Part crime scene investigation, part paleontology 

lesson, this is a gripping account of information 

gathered from examining a prehistoric skeleton.  

(12-15)    

 

13 Planets: The Latest View of the Solar System 

by David A. Aguilar, photos 

(National Geographic, 2011) 

The latest and greatest discoveries and theories 

about our universe is presented. Magnificent photos 

and paintings illustrate the text. (9-12)    

 

*This Strange Wilderness: The Life and Art of 

John James Audubon 

by Nancy Plain 

(University of Nebraska Press, 2015) 

Explorer, hunter, and woodsman of the 19th century 

frontier, Audubon painted and wrote about the birds 

of America to become the most famous ornithologist 

in the world. Reproductions of Audubon paintings, 

glossary, bibliography and copious notes. (11-15)    

 

Ticks: Dangerous Hitchhikers 

by Sandra Markle 

(Lerner Publications, 2011) 

All you want to know about ticks (or not!) is 

included in this accurate, well-illustrated scientific 

study. Useful information about protection from tick 

bites (8-11)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Trapped: How The World Rescued 33 Miners 

from 2,000 Feet below the Chilean Desert 

by Marc Aronson 

(Atheneum BFYR/Simon & Schuster, 2011) 

In August 2010 experts from around the world 

cooperated in a harrowing rescue of miners trapped 

in an unsafe mine. Includes source notes and 

suggestions for further reading. (9-12)    

 

*Unusual Creatures: A Mostly Accurate Account 

of Some of Earth’s Strangest Animals 

by Michael Hearst, artwork, diagrams, and other 

visuals by Arjen Noordeman, Christie Wright and 

Jelmer Moordeman 

(Chronicle Books, 2012) 

The blobfish is the Jell-O of the sea, the Jesus Christ 

Lizard appears to walk on water, and the Hagfish 

secretes gross slime--learn more about these and 

other extraordinary animals. (9-14)    

 

*Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the 

Bicycle to Freedom (with a Few Flat Tires along 

the Way) 

by Sue Macy 

(National Geographic, 2011) 

The creation of the bicycle in the late 1800s 

transformed transportation and dress and provided 

equal opportunity. Archival material and 

photographs. (10-14)    

 

When Lunch Fights Back: Wickedly Clever 

Animal Defenses 

by Rebecca L. Johnson 

(Millbrook Press/Lerner, 2014) 

How do certain creatures fight off predators? Read 

about the weird and wild defenses they use. 

Photographs, notes, bibliography. (8-11)    

 

*Wild Boy: The Real Life of the Savage of 

Aveyron 

by Mary  Losure, illustrated by Timothy Basil Ering 

(Candlewick Press, 2013) 

A feral child captured in late 1700s southern France 

deals with an alien civilization. Based on a true 

story. Illustrations rendered in charcoal. (9-12)    

 


