
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• Any children’s books checked out after May 6 are due 
September 13. 

• If you wish to keep any children’s books that were 
checked out before May for the summer, please 
renew them.  Otherwise, please return them by their 
due dates. 

• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the 
summer.  Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

UPPER SCHOOL 

Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
• Summer reading recommendations 
 

The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 

Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
 



7 Ways to make Summer Reading  
a NON-CHORE! 

 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 
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Non-Fiction 

March: Books One and Two 
by John Lewis 
A first-hand, graphic account of 
Congressman John Lewis' lifelong 
struggle for civil and human rights, 
from lunch counter sit-ins to the 
Voting Rights march in Selma. 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg 
and the Secret History of the 
Vietnam War by Steve Sheinkin 
The gripping story of Daniel Ellsberg 
and his decision to steal and publish 
secret documents about America's 
involvement in the Vietnam War. 

Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip Through the 
Motown Sound 
by Andrea Davis Pinkney 
With the USA on the brink of a cultural 
revolution, one of the most powerful 
agents of change in the 1960s was a 
group of young black performers from 
urban Detroit. 

Rad American Women A-Z 
by Kate Schatz 
American history was made by 
countless rad—and often radical—
women. Information about a fresh 
and diverse array of women role 
models. 

Halfway Home: Drawing My Way Through 
Japan by Christine Mari Inzer 
The summer before she turned 16, Christine 
Inzer traveled solo to Tokyo to get 
reacquainted with her birthplace. Through 
illustrations, photos, and musings, she takes 
us on a journey through modern Japan. 

Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary 
by Gail Jarrow 
The story of the early 1900s typhoid fever 
epidemic in New York, and how an 
infamous carrier was ultimately tracked 
down and stopped. 

Chew On This: Everything You Don’t 
Want To Know About Fast Food 
by Eric Schlosser 
A no-holds-barred look at fast food, 
what's in it, how it's made, and what it 
does to our bodies. 

The Story of Silk: From Worm Spit to 
Woven Scarves by Richard Sobol 
An in-depth exploration of the story 
of silk and the labor-intensive 
process of making it, from start to 
finish. 

First Flight Around the World 
by Tim Grove 
In 1924 the U.S. Army sent 8 young 
men on an attempt to be the first 
to circumnavigate the globe by 
flight. Teams from 5 other 
countries had the same goal. The 
race is on! 



Non-Fiction, cont’d. 

Becoming Maria by Sonia Manzano 
'Maria' from Sesame Street tells the 
story of her childhood, and plunges 
readers into the daily lives of a family 
that is loving--and troubled.  TV served 
as Sonia’s escape. (14+) 

Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and 
New Orleans by Don Brown 
Comic book art and as-it-happens 
narrative capture both the tragedy 
and triumph of one of the worst 
natural disasters in American history. 

1621: A New Look at Thanksgiving 
by Catherine O’Neill Grace 
A recreation of the first Thanksgiving 
reveals the actual events during the 
three days that Wampanoag people 
and European colonists came 
together. 

Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap 
of Faith by Deborah Heiligman 
Even today, the theory of evolution 
creates tension between scientific and 
religious communities. This same 
debate raged within Darwin himself, 
and played an important part in his 
loving but complicated marriage. 

Ain’t Nothing But a Man 
by Scott Reynolds Nelson 
Dual narratives tell the stories of the 
real John Henry and how a researcher 
searched until he uncovered the truth 
about the man who beat a steam drill. 

Bad Boy: A Memoir  
by Walter Dean Myers 
Walter Dean Myers travels back 
to his roots—fighting, reading, 
and learning—in the world of 
Harlem during the 1940s and 
1950s. 

Marching For Freedom 
by Elizabeth Partridge 
The story of the 3-month protest that 
took place before Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.'s landmark march from Selma 
to Montgomery to promote equal 
rights and help African-Americans earn 
the right to vote. 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler 
by Phillip Hoose 
Danish 15-year-old Knud Pedersen 
resolved with his brother and a handful 
of schoolmates to take action against 
the Nazis, since the adults would not. 

Imprisoned: The Betrayal of Japanese 
Americans During World War II 
by Martin Sandler 
Interviews and oral histories tell stories 
of survival in Japanese American 
internment camps during World War II. 



Poetry 

Frida: ¡Viva La Vida! Long Live Life! 
by Carmen T. Bernier-Grand 
Biographical poems accompany Frida 
Kahlo’s images to tell stories, joyful 
and devastating, of the accident that 
cost her a leg, and of her tumultuous 
marriage to Diego Rivera. 

House Arrest by K.A. Holt 
Young Timothy is sentenced to house 
arrest after impulsively stealing a 
wallet, and he is forced to keep a 
journal, into which he pours all his 
thoughts, fears, and frustrations. 

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two 
Wings by Margarita Engle 
Margarita’s heart is in Cuba, but most 
of the time she lives in Los Angeles, 
dreaming of the summers when she 
can visit her beloved island. When 
hostility between Cuba and the USA 
erupts, her worlds collide in the worst 
way possible. 

My Seneca Village by Marilyn Nelson 
Drawing upon history and 
imagination, Nelson recreates the 
long lost community of Seneca 
Village, a multi-racial, multi-ethnic 
neighborhood in the center of 
Manhattan that thrived in the 1800s. 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 
Soccer, family, love, and friendship 
take center stage as 12-year-old Nick 
learns the power of words and 
wrestles with problems at home and 
school. 

Dreaming In Indian 
By Mary Beth Leatherdale 
Contemporary Native artists offer 
groundbreaking and heartfelt pieces 
on their experiences growing up 
Indigenous, expressing them through 
such mediums as art, food, the written 
word, sports, dance, and fashion. 

Brown Girl Dreaming 
by Jacqueline Woodson 
In vivid poetry, Woodson shares what it 
was like to grow up Black in the 1960s 
and 1970s, living with the remnants of 
Jim Crow and her growing awareness of 
the Civil Rights movement. 

A Time To Dance by Padma Venkatraman 
After losing her leg in an accident, a girl 
who excels at Bharatanatyam dance 
struggles to regain her passion and find a 
new peace.  Told in verse. 

Walking On Earth and Touching the Sky 
Ed. by Timothy P. McLaughlin 
Poems written by Middle School 
students from Red Cloud Indian School 
speak to Lakota history, heritage, and 
the students’ experiences of straddling 
cultures. 



My Name Is Not Easy 
by Debby Dahl Edwardson 
Luke struggles to survive at Sacred 
Heart. But he’s not the only one. And 
once their separate stories come 
together, things at school—and in the 
wider world—will never be the same. 

Fiction 

Unidentified Suburban Object 
by Mike Jung 
When a new teacher arrives, Chloe 
gets a chance to explore her family 
history. But what she unearths is light-
years away from what she expected. 

It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel 
by Firoozeh Dumas 
It’s the late 1970s, and fitting in in 
California becomes more and more 
difficult for Zomorod/Cindy as Iran 
makes U.S. headlines with protests, 
revolution, and finally the taking of 
American hostages. 

Unfriended by Rachel Vail 
When 13-year-old Truly is invited to 
sit at the Popular Table, she finds 
herself caught in a web of lies and 
misunderstandings in the tangled 
world of social media. 

Sunny Side Up by Jennifer Holm 
Sunny Lewin is sent to live with her 
grandfather for the summer in 
Florida, where she befriends Buzz, a 
boy completely obsessed with comic 
books, and faces the secret behind 
why she is in Florida in the first place. 

Finding the Worm by Mark Goldblatt 
In 1970 Queens, 7th-grader Julian 
Twerski struggles to write an essay as 
punishment for an act he did not 
commit, worries about Beverly, the girl 
he likes, prepares for his bar mitzvah, 
and tries to cope with the serious illness 
of one of his closest friends. 

Simon Vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda 
by Becky Albertalli 
16-year-old and not-so-openly Gay 
Simon Spier prefers to save his drama 
for the school musical. But when an 
email falls into the wrong hands, his 
secret is at risk of being thrust into the 
spotlight. 

The Truth About Twinkie Pie 
by Kat Yeh 
When 12-year-old GiGi and her big 
sister DiDi move to a fancy new 
neighborhood, GiGi has a new recipe 
for success--but then discovers a 
family secret that turns her life 
upside-down. 

X: A Novel by Ilyasah Shabazz 
Lured by the nightlife of Boston and New 
York, Malcolm Little escapes into a world 
of fancy suits, jazz, girls, and drugs. But 
deep down, he knows that the freedom 
he's found is only an illusion, and that he 
can't run forever. (14+) 



Echo by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Friedrich in Germany, Mike in 
Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California find 
themselves caught up in the same 
thread of destiny in the hardest days 
of the 1900s, struggling to keep their 
families intact and tied together by 
the music of the same harmonica. 

Fiction, cont’d 

Gone Crazy In Alabama 
by Rita Williams-Garcia 
Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern are off to 
Alabama to visit their grandmother, Big 
Ma, and her mother, Ma Charles.  
When tragedy strikes, Delphine 
discovers that the bonds of family run 
deeper than she ever knew possible. 

A Wish After Midnight and  
The Door At the Crossroads 
by Zetta Elliott 
Genna’s world is upended when a 
wish sends her and her boyfriend 
Judah back in time to Civil War-era 
New York. (14+) 

See No Color by Shannon Gibney 
Alex has always dreamed of playing 
pro baseball, but can she really do it? 
Does she truly fit in with her white 
family? Who were her biological 
parents? What does it mean to be 
Black? If she's going to find answers, 
Alex has to come to terms with her 
adoption, her race, and the dreams 
she thought would always guide her. 

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds 
and Brendan Kiely 
When 16-year-old Rashad is 
mistakenly accused of stealing, 
classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal 
beating at the hands of a police officer 
who happens to be the older brother 
of his best friend. 

None of the Above by I.W. Gregorio 
A visit to the doctor reveals that Kristin is 
intersex: Although she looks and feels like a 
girl, she has male chromosomes. When her 
diagnosis is leaked to the whole school, 
Kristin's entire identity is thrown into 
question. As her world unravels, can she 
come to terms with her new self? (14+) 

Princeless by Jeremy Whitley 
Princess Adrienne, tired of being locked in a 
tower, escapes, and with the help of her 
guardian dragon, Sparky, sets off on a quest 
to rescue her sisters from suffering the 
same fate. 

Hoodoo by Ronald L. Smith 
In 1930s Alabama, twelve-year-old 
Hoodoo Hatcher is the only member 
of his family who seems unable to 
practice folk magic, but when a 
mysterious man called the Stranger 
puts the entire town at risk from his 
magic, Hoodoo must defeat him. 

Nimona by Noelle Stevenson 
Nimona, an impulsive shapeshifter, signs 
up as Lord Blackheart’s sidekick.  But 
when small acts of mischief escalate into 
a vicious battle, Lord Blackheart realizes 
that Nimona's powers are as murky and 
mysterious as her past. (14+) 
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