
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• Any children’s books checked out after May 6 are due 
September 13. 

• If you wish to keep any children’s books that were 
checked out before May for the summer, please 
renew them.  Otherwise, please return them by their 
due dates. 

• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the 
summer.  Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
• Summer reading recommendations 
 

The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 

Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
 



7 Ways to make Summer Reading  
a NON-CHORE! 

 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 
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Ada Byron Lovelace and the Thinking 
Machine by Laurie Wallmark 
Ada Byron Lovelace develops her 
creativity through science and math and 
writes the world's first-ever computer 
program. 

Curious Critters: Marine 
by David FitzSimmons 
A variety of marine animals, including birds, 
fish, and invertebrates, pose for portraits 
against a white background while narrating 
distinctive aspects of their natural histories. 

Poet: The Remarkable Story of George Moses 
Horton by Don Tate 
In 1800s North Carolina, enslaved George 
Moses Horton teaches himself to read and 
earns money to purchase his time—but not his 
freedom. He uses his poetry to protest slavery. 

Growing Up Pedro by Matt Tavares 
The love between brothers is key to 
this tale of Dominican pitcher Pedro 
Martinez, from his days of throwing 
rocks at mangoes to his years as a 
major-league star. 

Sharing Our World: Animals of the 
Native Northwest Coast 
by Native Explore 
Stories about different animals and 
how they interact with First Nations 
and Native people who live on the 
Northwest coast. 

Non-Fiction Picture Books 

The First Step: How One Girl Put 
Segregation On Trial by Susan E. Goodman 
In 1847, Sarah Roberts petitioned to attend 
a white school.  Her heroic efforts 
paved the way for Civil Rights 
advancements. 

Fab Four Friends: The Boys Who Became 
the Beatles by Susanna Reich 
As lads, John, Paul, George, and Ringo 
dream of being rock-and-roll musicians; 
they work tirelessly and cope with pain 
and trauma on the journey. 

Hiawatha and the Peacemaker 
by Robbie Robertson 
Hiawatha is plotting revenge for the 
murder of his wife and daughters by 
the evil Onondaga Chief, Tadodaho, 
when he meets the Great 
Peacemaker, who enlists his help in 
bringing the nations together. 
Includes historical notes. 

Funny Bones: Posada and His Day of the 
Dead Calaveras by Duncan Tonatiuh 
How did calaveras--skeletons 
performing various everyday or festive 
activities—come to be? This is the story 
of José Guadalupe Posada, his career, 
and his artwork. 



Quest for the Tree Kangaroo 
by Sy Montgomery 
Adventurous scientists search for the 
elusive and way-cute tree kangaroo 
in Papua New Guinea’s cloud forest. 

The House Baba Built by Ed Young 
With love and imagination, Ed’s childhood 
house became a place to play hide-and-
seek, to eat bamboo shoots, and to be 
safe. But outside the home's walls, China 
was at war. Soon the house held also 
friends, relatives, and even strangers who 
became family. 

Sex is a Funny Word by Cory Silverberg 
An nonfiction comic book that includes 
information for ages 8 and up on 
bodies, gender, and sexuality.  
Features children and families of all 
makeups, orientations, and gender 
identities. 

The Octopus Scientists 
by Sy Montgomery 
Renowned octopus scientist Jennifer 
Mather and her team of researchers 
work to learn more about octopuses 
and their behavior. 

Non-Fiction Chapter Books 

A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie 
“Peanut” Johnson by Michelle Y. Green 
Mamie doesn't give up on her dream of 
being a professional baseball player, and 
ultimately becomes one of three 
women to play in the Negro Leagues. 

Mayflower 1620 
by Plimoth Plantation 
Tells the true story of the 
Mayflower’s voyage, including 
Wampanoag and English 
perspectives. 

Turning 15 On the Road to Freedom 
by Lynda Blackmon Lowery 
As the youngest marcher in the 1965 
voting rights march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Albama, Lynda 
Blackmon Lowery proved that young 
people can be heroes. 

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer, 
Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement 
by Carole Boston Weatherford 
A collage-illustrated treasury of poems 
and spirituals inspired by the life and 
work of civil rights advocate Fannie 
Lou Hamer. 

Ten Days a Madwoman 
by Deborah Noyes 
Young Nellie Bly pulled a major 
journalistic stunt that skyrocketed 
her to fame: she faked insanity, was 
committed to the notorious asylum 
on Blackwell's Island, and wrote a 
shocking exposé of the clinic’s 
horrific treatment of its patients. 



Under the Mambo Moon 
by Julia Durango 
Poems about the different people 
who stop by Marisol's father's 
music store on a hot summer night, 
looking for just the right songs to 
make their hearts fly home. 

Poetry 

Echo, Echo by Marilyn Singer 
Reverso poems tell the stories of 
familiar Greek myths; when read 
in reverse, the poems reveal a 
new point of view. 

Meet Danitra Brown 
by Nikki Grimes 
A series of poems describe the 
antics of Zuri and her best friend: 
the unique and unforgettable 
Danitra Brown. 

A Poem In Your Pocket by Margaret McNamara 
Elinor is used to doing very well in school, but 
as Poem in Your Pocket Day approaches, 
bringing an opportunity to meet a real poet, 
her struggle to write a perfect poem causes 
her confidence to falter. 

Salsa: Une Poema Para Cocinar 
by Jorge Argueta 
A young boy and his sister gather the 
ingredients for salsa and grind them in a 
molcajete, just like their ancestors used 
to do, singing and dancing all the while. 

I Saw an Invisible Lion Today 
by Brian P. Cleary 
Poems to make you giggle and howl. And 
when you've finished reading, you can try 
your hand at writing your own poems! 

28 Days: Moments in Black History 
that Changed the World 
by Charles R. Smith, Jr. 
Poems and prose celebrate many 
Black people, familiar and less 
familiar, who changed the course of 
history. 

The Maine Coon’s Haiku 
by Michael J. Rosen 
Perfect for cat-lovers, a collection of 
haikus about 20 different breeds of 
cats.  Includes back matter with 
detailed information about each 
type of cat. 

The Sky Painter: Louis Fuertes, Bird 
Artist by Margarita Engle 
Poems capture the life of Louis 
Fuertes and the deep sense of 
wonder that he felt when he 
painted the sky. 



Don’t Call Me Grandma 
by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
Great-grandmother Nell eats fish for 
breakfast, she doesn't hug or kiss, 
and she does NOT want to be called 
“grandma.” Her great-granddaughter 
isn't sure what to think. 

Life Without Nico by Andrea Maturana 
When Maia’s best friend Nico suddenly 
moves, she struggles to cope with the 
loss, and wonders if there will always be 
room in her heart for Nico. 

John Henry by Julius Lester 
Retells the legend of the larger-
than-life railroad builder who raced 
against a steam drill—and won—to 
tunnel through a mountain. 

Fiction Picture Books 

Marvelous Cornelius by Phil Bildner 
A man known as the "Trashcan Wizard" 
sings and dances his way through the 
French Quarter in New Orleans, 
keeping his beloved city clean, until 
Hurricane Katrina's devastation nearly 
causes him to lose his spirit. 

The Bear and the Piano  
by David Litchfield 
A bear with a genius and love for 
the piano faces a choice between 
his fellow bears and the draw of 
dazzling city life. 

The Typewriter by Bill Thomson 
When three children discover a 
typewriter on a carousel, they 
are transported on an adventure 
of their own creation. 

There’s a Wolf At The Door 
by Zoë B. Alley 
As his plans are spoiled over and over 
again, a wolf keeps trying to find his 
dinner, in this retelling of five well-
known stories and fables. 

The Skunk by Mac Barnett 
A man is disturbed to be followed by 
an obsessed skunk… until the tables 
turn and he finds himself following 
the skunk. 

Emily’s Blue Period  
by Cathleen Daly 
After her parents get divorced, 
Emily enters into a “blue period” 
but eventually finds comfort in 
making and learning about art. 



The Gumazing Gum Girl! 
by Rhode Montijo 
When Mom issues a no-gum rule, Gabby 
Gomez sneaks a piece of special bubble 
gum that turns her into a superhero. 

Weekends With Max and His Dad 
by Linda Urban 
Every weekend presents a small 
adventure as Max gets to know his 
dad’s new neighborhood—and 
learns some new ways of thinking 
about home. 

Fiction Chapter Books 

PICKLE: The Formerly Anonymous Prank 
Club of Fountain Point Middle School 
by Kim Baker 
Using a bogus name, the League of 
Picklemakers, sixth-grader Ben starts a 
prank-pulling club that receives funding 
from their middle school's PTA. 

Room In My Heart by Zetta Elliott 
Nikki has adjusted to her parents’ 
divorce, but is not sure she can adjust 
to Sylvia, a new person Daddy has 
started bringing along for all his visits 
with Nikki. 

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 
Astrid discovers a new love and 
obsession—roller derby—just as 
she and her longtime best friend 
Nicole start to grow further and 
further apart. 

George by Alex Gino 
When people look at George, they 
think they see a boy. But she knows 
she’s a girl. George thinks she'll have to 
keep this secret forever, but when her 
class puts on a play of Charlotte’s Web, 
George comes up with a plan so that 
everyone can know who she is. 

In The Footsteps of Crazy Horse 
by Joseph Marshall 
11-year-old Jimmy travels with his 
grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, to 
learn about his Lakota heritage while 
visiting places significant in the life of 
Crazy Horse, the nineteenth-century 
Lakota leader and warrior. 

The Stories Julian Tells 
by Ann Cameron 
Hilarious stories of 7-year-old Julian 
and the trouble he and his younger 
brother Huey constantly find 
themselves in. 

Secret Coders 
by Gene Luen Yang and Mike Holmes 
Using their wits and their growing 
prowess with coding, Hopper and 
her friends are going to solve the 
mystery of Stately Academy no 
matter what it takes! 
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