
Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
• Summer reading recommendations 
 

The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 

Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

LOWER SCHOOL 

Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• Any children’s books checked out after May 6 are due 
September 13. 

• If you wish to keep any children’s books that were 
checked out before May 6 for the summer, please 
renew them.  Otherwise, please return them by their 
due dates. 

• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the 
summer.  Grown-ups may have up to 25. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greet the Dawn the Lakota Way 
by S.D. Nelson 
Pickup trucks and eagles, yellow 
school buses and painted horses, 
Mother Earth and Sister 
Meadowlark all join together to 
greet the dawn. 

Learn the Alphabet/Learn To Count 
with Northwest Coast Native Art 
by Native Elements 
Vivid, stunning illustrations make 
numbers and letters a joy to behold. 

Harlem’s Little Blackbird: The Story of 
Florence Mills by Renée Watson 
Florence Mills, whose parents were 
once enslaved, grows into a performer 
who inspires songs and plays.  Later, 
she becomes an advocate for all-Black 
theater and musicals. 

Puffy: People Whose Hair Defies 
Gravity by Aya de León 
Simple text and beautiful 
photographs celebrate puffy hair. 

Simms Taback’s Great Big Book of 
Spacey Snakey Buggy Riddles 
by Katy Hall & Lisa Eisenberg 
This collection of riddles will make 
readers laugh—or groan. 

The Right Word: Roget and His 
Thesaurus by Jen Bryant 
Peter took his love for precision and 
used it to organize the world of 
words to make it easy for people to 
find the exact right word. 

Non-Fiction/Concepts 

This Day In June by Gayle E. Pitman 
Welcomes readers to a Pride parade. 
The back matter serves as a primer on 
LGBTQA history and culture and 
explains the references in the story. 

Queen of the Diamond: The Lizzie 
Murphy Story 
by Emily Arnold McCully 
Lizzie Murphy works hard to 
become the first woman to play 
in a major league exhibition game 
and the first person to play on 
both the New England and 
American leagues' all-star teams. 

What Makes a Baby: A Book for Every 
Kind of Family and Every Kind of Kid 
by Cory Silverberg 
Describes the processes of 
conception, gestation, and birth in 
clear and simple language. 



Trombone Shorty 
by Troy “Trombone Shorty” Andrews 
Troy got his nickname by wielding a 
trombone twice as long as he was 
high. A prodigy, he was leading his 
own band by age six. 

Separate Is Never Equal 
by Duncan Tonatiuh 
Years before the landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling Brown v. Board of Education, 
Sylvia Mendez, an 8-year-old girl of 
Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage, 
played an instrumental role in Mendez v. 
Westminster, the landmark desegregation 
case of 1946 in California. 

The Potato King by Christoph Niemann 
How did King Frederick of Prussia trick 
his subjects into loving potatoes?  This 
book may answer the mystery… or it 
may not. 

Who We Are! All About Being the 
Same and Being Different 
by Robie H. Harris 
Nellie and Jake spend a day at 
Funland noticing how people are 
the same and how they are 
different. 

I Face the Wind by Vicki Cobb 
Hands-on activities introduce the 
characteristics and actions of the 
wind.  Find a windy place, bring 
some balloons, and make learning 
physics a breeze. 

Non-Fiction/Concepts, cont’d. 

Rock & Roll Highway: The Robbie 
Robertson Story by Sebastian Robinson 
The story of a rock-and-roll legend's 
journey through music, from when he 
learned guitar at age 9 to being named 
one of the greatest of all time. 

Gingerbread for Liberty 
by Mara Rockliff 
A forgotten hero of the American 
Revolution rises to the occasion and 
serves his country, not with muskets 
or canons, but with gingerbread! 

Ballet for Martha: Making 
Appalachian Spring  
by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan 
Details the composition, process, and 
performance of Appalachian Spring, 
which was a milestone in the history 
of modern dance. 

Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of 
Emmanuel Ofoso Yeboah 
by Laurie Ann Thompson & Sean Qualls 
Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one 
deformed leg, Emmanuel was 
dismissed by most people -- but not by 
his mother, who taught him to reach 
for his dreams. 



Drum Dream Girl by Margarita Engle 
In 1930s Cuba, a young girl strives to 
become a drummer, despite being 
continually reminded that only boys 
play the drums. 

The Popcorn Astronauts and Other 
Biteable Rhymes 
by Deborah Ruddell 
A cheerful collection of delicious 
seasonal poems, each an ode to a 
favorite food. 

Laughing Tomatoes and Other 
Spring Poems/Jitomates Risueños y 
Otros Poemas de Primavera 
by Francisco X. Alarcón 
A bilingual collection of humorous 
and serious poems about family, 
nature, and celebrations. 

Sail Away by Langston Hughes 
A celebration of mermaids, 
wildernesses of waves, and the 
creatures of the deep through 
poems and stunning illustrations by 
Ashley Bryan. 

Call Me Tree/Llamame Arbol 
by Maya Christina Gonzalez 
A bilingual poetic tale that 
follows one child/tree from the 
depths of Mami/Earth to the 
heights of the sky. 

When Green Becomes Tomatoes 
by Julie Fogliano 
A poetic celebration of the seasons 
describes flowers blooming, sheets 
of snow, and happy frogs dancing in 
the rain. 

Bee-Bim Bop! by Linda Sue Park 
A child, eager for a favorite meal, 
helps with the shopping, food 
preparation, and table setting. 

Poetry 

Giraffes Can’t Dance 
by Giles Andreae 
Gerald the giraffe is too clumsy to 
dance with all the other animals at 
the Jungle Dance--until he finds 
the right music. 

Lullaby & Kisses Sweet 
by Lee Bennett Hopkins 
A collection of original poetry to 
delight babies and toddlers from 
playtime to bedtime. 



Last Stop on Market Street 
by Matt de la Peña 
A young boy, CJ, rides the bus across town 
with his grandmother and learns to 
appreciate the beauty in everyday things. 

Red: A Crayon’s Story by Michael Hall 
Red's factory-applied label clearly says that 
he is red, but despite the best efforts of his 
teacher, fellow crayons, art supplies, and 
family members, he cannot seem to do 
anything right--until a new friend offers a 
fresh perspective. 

Sona and the Wedding Game 
by Kashmira Sheth 
Sona is excited about attending her 
first Indian wedding, especially since 
her sister is the bride, but when she 
learns that tradition requires her to 
steal the groom's shoes during the 
ceremony she must ask her annoying 
little cousin, Vishal, for help. 

A Hand to Hold by Zetta Elliott 
Can you hold onto someone with 
your heart instead of your hand? 
When it’s time to start school, a 
little girl must let go of her 
father’s hand in order to reach 
out and grab hold of something 
new. 

Thunder Boy Jr. by Sherman Alexie 
Thunder Boy Jr. wants a normal name...one 
that's all his own. Dad is known as 
Big Thunder, but Little Thunder doesn't 
want to share a name. 

Fiction 

A Beach Tail 
by Karen Lynn Williams 
When his father tells him not 
to leave the lion he is drawing 
on the beach, a little boy 
starts making a very, very long 
tail--and a trail to follow back. 

Uh-Oh! by Shutta Crum 
Two toddlers experience minor 
mishaps and misadventures while 
enjoying a day at the beach. 

It’s Only Stanley by Jon Agee 
Very strange noises that keep 
awakening the Wimbledon family 
one night have an even stranger 
source… 

Are We There Yet? by Nina Laden 
On the way to visit the grandparents, a 
young child's constant refrain of "Are 
we there yet?" turns a boring car trip 
into an imaginative adventure. 



Don’t Throw It To Mo! by David A. Adler 
Mo is teased by a rival team until his 
coach devises a plan to use his smaller 
size to enable a big win. 

A Hungry Lion, Or, A Dwindling 
Assortment of Animals 
by Lucy Ruth Cummins 
Members of a large group of animals, 
including a penguin, two rabbits, and a 
koala, disappear at an alarming rate but 
the hungry lion remains. 

The Night Gardener 
by The Fan Brothers 
Everyone on Grimloch Lane enjoys 
the trees and shrubs clipped into 
animal masterpieces after dark by 
the Night Gardener, but William, a 
lonely boy, spots the artist, follows 
him, and helps with his special 
work. 

You Can Do It, Bert! by Ole Könnecke 
It’s Bert’s big day.  He is well-
prepared, mentally and physically. 
But can he do it? 

Thanks To the Animals 
by Allen Sockabasin 
In 1900 during the Passamaquoddy 
winter migration in Maine, Baby Zoo 
Sap falls off the family bobsled. The 
forest animals, hearing his cries, 
gather to protect him until his father 
returns to find him. 

A Crow of His Own 
by Megan Dowd Lambert 
Clyde the rooster is a little scrawny, so 
he is having a hard time trying to 
measure up to his predecessor on the 
farm--but with a little help from a 
friendly goose he may find a crow of 
his own. 

Fiction, cont’d. 

Stella Brings the Family  
by Miriam B. Schiffer 
Stella's class is having a Mother's Day 
celebration, but what's a girl with two 
daddies to do? 

A Tale of Two Mommies/Daddies 
by Vanita Oelschlager 
Young children describe how their 
parents help them with all their 
needs. 

Mango, Abuela and Me/Mango, Abuela 
y Yo by Meg Medina 
When Mia's Abuela comes to live with 
Mia and her family, Mia helps Abuela 
learn English while Mia learns Spanish, 
both with the help of a parrot named 
Mango. 


