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Bank Street College of Education-Graduate School 

EDUC 651 Strategies for Language and Concept Development 
1 Credit Course 

Dr. Luisa Liliana Costa, Coordinator of the Language Series 

Phone: (212) 875-4689 Office: Room 645         Email: lcosta@bankstreet.edu 
 
 
Course description: 
 

This special study course Strategies for Language and Concept Development is 
based on the Language Series as a platform for learning. The Language Series is an 
annual event supporting educators in the development of language from different 
perspectives. It consists of a weekend conference with a keynote presentation as well as 
workshops with experienced practitioners who will engage you in hands-on activities 
and specific examples. 
 

The Language Series will support you in understanding the critical role that 
language plays in the social and academic success of all students. Presenters share 
multiple ways to promote and support social and academic language growth in today's 
diverse educational settings that may include multilingual learners as well as students 
who have difficulties acquiring or developing language.  

The goal is to take away concrete ideas for immediate implementation in your 
settings. Every year the conference has a different focus but it is always on language. 
This year the title of the Language Series is: Language and the Brain: How we learn 
best. The focus is on creating learning environments that are aligned to the way the brain 
works. This alignment positively impacts students’ learning and their understanding of 
the world, making use of all of our mental capacities and the multiple pathways of 
access to content and concepts. We will explore how children best thrive in teaching and 
learning environments that mirror and support how children develop language. 
 

The assignments are: an online discussion and a final project based on the 
knowledge and experiences gathered during the conference and applied to your setting. 
More details are offered below. 

 
 

Course Goals: 

By the end of the course it is anticipated that: 

1. Students will explore the underlying processes of the brain and their impact on 
learning; 
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2. Students will learn methods and strategies for language development that are aligned 
to the way the brain works;  

3. Students will understand the critical role that language plays in the social and 
academic success of all students and how to enhance it; 

4. Students will understand how to better support multilingual learners and those who 
struggle with acquisition in their first language; 

5. Students will identify effective instructional practices and take away concrete ideas 
for implementation in their settings; 

6. Students will become familiar with terminology related to language development and 
multiple ways of learning; 

7. Students will understand the importance of language in school learning and identify 
ways to fully serve the needs of all the students in their classrooms; 

8. Students will deepen their knowledge about language and become language aware! 

 
 
Teacher Education Standards: 

 
Bank Street College’s graduate courses seek to address the standards established by 

the following Specialized Professional Associations (SPAs) in the preparation of 
teachers and school leaders:  
·       Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) 
·       Council on Exceptional Children (CEC) 
·       Educational Leadership Constituent Council (ELCC) 
·       International Reading Association (IRA) 
·       National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
 

The specific SPA standards addressed by this course are indicated below by number. 
The definitions for each can be found on the Bank Street website.  

ACEI 1.0 ACEI 2.1 ACEI 3.1 ACEI 3.2  
 ACEI 3.3 ACEI 3.4 ACEI 3.5 ACEI 4.0 ACEI 5.1 ACEI 5.2 
 CEC 1 CEC 2 CEC 3 CEC 5 CEC 6 CEC 8 CEC 9 CEC 10 
 NAEYC 1 NAEYC 2 NAEYC 4 NAEYC 5 
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General course requirements: 
 
Student overall assessment will be based on: 
• Attendance to the Language Series Conference; 
• Participation in the required online work;  
• The quality of written assignments; and 
• Inclusion of readings from the resources shared by the presenters, your own found 

resources, web searches, etc. 
 
 
Written assignments: 
 

 Assignments will be judged based on: clarity, organization, use of standard 
spelling, grammar and punctuation, integration of theory, depth of analysis, evidence of 
resources and content from the Language Series presenters, and extent to which all parts 
of the assignments are addressed. 
• Please note that all the assignments must follow APA style. Check for guidelines at:  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/     
• All pages should be numbered. 
• Please, double spaced and use font size 12 
• The following heading should be on the first page of your final project: 
 

Student’s name 
EDUC 505 Section  
Fall/Spring/Summer Year 
Date 
Assignment # 

 
 
 
Suggested Writing Guides: 
 

Bank Street’s Guide to Academic Writing (Free publication available in the 6th 
floor Graduate Suite) Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 
(2002). 5th Edition. 

 

The administration has asked that the faculty be consistent in holding students to 
a high standard of writing in: content, form, and academic protocols. To this end they 
have asked us to have our students submit work that reflects deep understanding of 
content, uses proper citation formats, and is up to a high standard of English usage 
(spelling, grammar, and clarity). Please review your work accordingly. We will return a 
paper that has not been proofread or does not follow the guidelines in the Students’ 
Handbook. 
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Grades: 
  
 Students at Bank Street College are expected to complete all the work required 
for the course by the end of the term. To receive credit for the course, students must 
complete all requirements by the dates set by the instructor. Students may receive a 
grade from A (Excellent) to C- (Very poor). Students must achieve and maintain a 
minimum of a B (3.0) grade point average to remain in good academic standing. Please, 
check the Graduate School catalogue for more information on the grading system and 
policy at Bank Street College.   
 
 
Grading Rubric: 

 
The following rubric can serve as a general guide of what it is expected from 

student work: 
 

4 (Went the extra mile) 3(good solid work) 2(could have gone 
further) 

1(Really needs 
more attention) 

Student responds to all 
aspects of the assignment 
in an exemplary manner 
demonstrating the ability 
to be self-reflective and 
make connections beyond 
those specified through 
classroom activities and 
assignments. 

Student responds to 
most aspects of the 
assignment 
competently.    

Student responds to 
some aspects of the 
assignment 
adequately or with 
minimal difficulties.   

Student fails to 
respond to at 
least some 
significant 
aspects of the 
assignment.  
Difficulties are 
noted in 
multiple areas.   

 
 
 
Final Grades will be weighed as follows: 
 
 

Assignments Percentage 
Assignment #1  
On-line discussion 

 
20% 

Assignment # 2 
Final Project 

 
80% 

Total 100% 
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Assignment #1 On-line discussion (20%) 
Post on my.bankstreet  

 during two weeks after the event 
 
 
 To meet the requirement of 15 hours of contact time for a 1-credit course, a 
forum discussion is part of the work assigned for this course. The days after the event go 
online and have an on-going asynchronous conversation on the highlights of the 
conference for you and how the presentations and interactions helped you deepen your 
understanding of the course content and applications. I will post a prompt in the course 
website under Forums in my.bankstreet and for two weeks after the event post a 
minimum of two postings about a page long. Check in at different points during the two 
weeks to read postings and post your own. I will be present throughout the discussion 
offering my own comments and moving the discussion along. 
 
 
 

Assignment  # 2 (80%) 
Final Project 

Proposal due: One week after the LS conference on my.bankstreet 
Final Paper due: One month after the LS conference on my.bankstreet 

 
 
 The goal of the final project is to apply what you learn from the presentations and 
interactions during the sessions at the Language Series. The project is open to your 
ideas, application, and usefulness for your teaching or leadership experience. The goal is 
to integrate what you learned during the conference to your practice.   
 
 A suggested assignment involves the development and creation of one or more 
(not more than 3) learning experiences with a focus on language and concept 
development in one language (English or any other language). You can create the 
experience or lesson from the knowledge you have gained from the presentations and 
suggested readings the presenters mention or your own that are connected to the topic. 
Use your own lesson planning format or the SIOP lesson plan format I provide on 
mybankstreet under Resources. 
 
 If you are not a teacher yet and rather than writing about a learning experience 
you would like instead to choose a topic of your interest related to the Series focus on 
Language and the Brain: How we learn best, we can work together to define your 
project. You have some time to define it in a proposal. I am available to meet with you at 
any time if you have questions or comments about what this project entails. 
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One-page written proposal 

Email it to: lcosta@bankstreet.edu 
Due about one week after the event 

 
 
 Writing a proposal will support you in clarifying your focus and planning your road 
for this work. Your individual final project proposal can be written in outline form and 
have the following components: 
 

• Statement on what the focus of what you are thinking of developing and how it 
connects with ideas you learned or relearned during the LS sessions; 

• Preliminary resources you have found useful from the Language Series 
presentations or your own sources from other courses, outside readings, etc. 

 
 
 

 
Final Project Guidelines 

For a Lesson or Classroom Experience 
 

 
 

Include all or some of these sections in your project as appropriate for your setting:   
    

1. An introduction that includes a brief summary of your philosophy about the 
teaching-learning process. 

 
2. Background information (Optional if you are not in a classroom) in your 

introduction: 
- If you are in a classroom currently, include a brief description of the students 

you teach: age, linguistic/ethnic/cultural background(s), level of English 
language proficiency if they are second language learners, 
educational/language learning background, motivation, etc. 

- A description of the class this lesson or learning experience is written for: 
approximate teaching time, length of term, frequency. 

 
3. The lesson or planned learning experience can be in any content area: Social 

Studies, Science, Math, or other area (Music, Movement, Drama, etc.) where 
the information you learned at the Language Series presentations is 
integrated. 

 
4. A conclusion summarizing the main ideas learned and a reflection on the 

experience. 
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5. If you do not have a planning format you find useful, you can use the SIOP 
lesson format to write your lessons. Go to the website 
http://www.cal.org/siop/lesson-plans/index.html or contact me for guidance. 
The Project-Based Approach can be used in the planning process for your 
learning experiences. Go to http://www.projectapproach.org/  and look for 
the free study guide on the home page. 

 
6. You can also include into your lesson plan or learning experience: groupings, 

materials, procedures and activities, follow-up activity and assessments as 
needed to communicate your ideas about how to implement it in your 
practice.  

 
7. You may include any assessments (summative or formative) that guide your 

learning experience (informal, rubrics, etc.). 
 

8. In your conclusion, include a reflection on the process of your development 
of the learning experience and implications to your practice. Some questions 
you can pose are: What were the major obstacles? How did I solve them? 
What seemed easy/difficult to do? 

 
9. If you are in a classroom, you can include children’s work to exemplify the 

experience with them. 
 

10. Use at least three references. Cite these sources using APA format and 
include in a reference list at the end of your project. 
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General Guidelines 
 

 
 
Late Work:   
 
Late work will be accepted in exceptional circumstances. Please email me as soon as you 
know you will not be able to finish the assignment by the time is due. I understand that 
we are all under a lot of pressure juggling home, work, and graduate studies. However, it 
is important to plan ahead to budget your time accordingly and be able to meet 
deadlines.  
 
Incompletes:  
 
There will be no incompletes given in this course except in the case of serious illness or 
emergency and unless the student has completed satisfactory work to date. 
 
Professionalism:  
 
As part of your learning, we encourage every student to be open to new ideas even if 
they go against beliefs that have been part of your life up to this point. Being a 
professional entails academic freedom and the discussion of new ideas. 

Academic dishonesty: 

 As indicated in the Bank Street Student Handbook, academic dishonesty is unacceptable 
and will not be tolerated. Cheating, forgery, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest acts 
undermine the Graduate School’s educational mission and the student’s personal and 
intellectual growth. Bank Street students are expected to bear individual responsibility 
for their work and to uphold the ideal of academic integrity. Any student who attempts 
to compromise or devalue the academic process will be sanctioned. 

Graduate students with disabilities:  
 
Bank Street has both a legal obligation and a philosophical commitment to making 
reasonable accommodations in order to meet the needs of students with learning or other 
disabilities.  If you have any learning needs that I should know about, please make a 
point of communicating with me. Bank Street College complies with the ADA and has 
an Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).  If you are not registered with OSD, 
please stop by Room 602 to register for support services, or call: Val Burr, Coordinator 
of OSD, at (212) 875-4791 or email her at vburr@bankstreet.edu to make an 
appointment.  
 


