
Applying for your F-1 Student Visa and Arriving in the United States 

Applying for an F-1 Student Visa 

An F-1 Student Visa allows you permission to enter the country as an incoming student at Bank Street.  At your 

Visa appointment, you will explain that you have been accepted to study in the United States and provide the 

following documentation required by the embassy. 

 I-901 form and SEVIS fee: The form and fee should be submitted online before the appointment  

 

 Your passport 

 

 I-20 document: You will need to present this as documentation that you have been given permission to 

study in the United States at Bank Street.  You should bring the original document that we mailed to you. 

 

 Financial documentation: You will also need to bring the same documentation you sent to Bank Street 

before receiving the I-20. 

 

 Admissions documents: Bring a copy of your acceptance letter, so you have proof of your acceptance to 

Bank Street to present at the appointment. 

 

 Compelling ties: The embassy wants evidence of strong ties to your home country.  This will serve as 

proof that you plan to return home after your course of study, as opposed to trying to remain in the US 

indefinitely. 

Arrival in the United States 
There are several documents you will need to carry with you on the plane and present to Customs and Border 

Protection before you enter the country. 

 Your passport: Please make sure your passport expiration date is at least 6 months in the future, or you 

might have trouble entering the country. 

 

 F-1 Student Visa: This will be attached inside your passport.  

 

 I-20 document: This is the original document we mailed to you before you received your visa. 

 

 Status: Make sure they stamp your passport with “F-1 for D/S” (D/S means duration of stay) 

 

 I-94: After you arrive, print out the I-94 document from www.cbp.gov/I94.  This document is a record of 

your entry to the United States.  Students from Mexico and Canada may receive an 1-94 card upon entry. 

 

 Meeting with the PDSO: After you arrive, contact Melissa Nathanson (mnathanson@bankstreet.edu) to 

schedule a meeting.  You will need to bring all travel documents with you to this meeting. 

 

**Please remember you cannot arrive more than 30 days before the start of the program.  If you do, 

Border Patrol has the right to refuse entry to you.** 

http://www.cbp.gov/I94

