
Join Us at the NCSM Summer Leadership 
Academy: June 30–July 2, 2014
NCSM is excited about the upcoming summer leadership academy  
in North Little Rock, Arkansas. The academy is titled Mathematics 
Leadership at Work: Deepening Formative Assessment Knowledge  
to Prepare for the Next Generation Summative Assessments. 

David Svode, Director of PARCC Assessment, will give the keynote 
address. NCSM’s latest publication, It’s TIME: Themes and Imperatives  
for Mathematics Education, will be provided to all participants. The academy  
will focus on expanding and deepening participants’ knowledge about the  
role of formative assessment in instruction, in the implementation of  
the Common Core State Standards, and as a means to powerfully impact results 
on next generation summative assessments. 

During the three-day academy, participants will learn more about:
•  the role of formative assessment in improving student learning;
•  professional development modules to promote understanding and use of 

formative assessment strategies;
•  improving classroom-based summative assessment tasks by studying and 

modeling next generation assessment items.
We invite you to join us as mathematics leaders striving to take the next steps 
toward making formative assessment practices a reality in our mathematics 
classrooms. 
The 2014 NCSM Leadership Academy registration is limited based on available 
space, but there is still time to register yourself and a team. Information 
regarding the academy can be found online.

Go to mathedleadership.org/events/index.html, then click on the sunshine!
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2014 NCSM Summer Leadership Academy
Mathematics Leadership at Work:

DEEPENING ForMAtIvE ASSESSMENt  
KNoWLEDGE to PrEPArE For tHE 
NEXt GENErAtIoN SUMMAtIvE ASSESSMENtS

North LittLe rock, ArkANsAs   •   JuNe 30–JuLy 2, 2014
For K–16 mathematics education leaders—teams and individuals

Featuring a keynote presentation from  
David Svode, Director of PARCC Assessment

8 hours of daily plenary and grade level breakouts 
—elementary, middle, high school—
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but precious little into practice. I believe that sustained 
practice will become the norm when we create a love for 
mathematics that permeates our culture—especially in our 
schools and homes. 
When we speak the common language of mathematics with 
vibrancy and passion, we inspire our children to explore 

and pursue the rich opportunities offered in this essential 
and universal form of communication. This will benefit our 
next generation of thinkers immensely, providing them 
with the foundation to support careers in the STEM 
professions and every part of life.

Robert Sun is the CEO of Suntex International and inventor of 
First In Math, an online program designed for deep practice in 
mathematics.

Social Math
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Curriculum Review

Making Inservice Days 
More Valuable
Math for All, Grades K–2 or Grades 3–5, is a 
two-part professional development workshop 
series designed to prepare general education and 
special education teachers to help all students achieve 
high-quality, standards-based learning outcomes in 
mathematics (p. 1). The emphasis of the program is on 
supporting students with learning disabilities. However, 
the lessons are suitable for any level of student. 
The lesson planning process is guided by a neuro-
developmental framework, which was developed by the 
All Kinds of Minds Institute (Barringer, Pohlman, & 
Robinson, 2010; Levine, 2002; Pohlman, 2008). This 
theory is based on the assumption that learning is not a 
one-dimensional process. Eight different neuro-
developmental systems interact to enable students to 
acquire knowledge and skills, which are higher-order 
thinking, language, spatial ordering, sequential 
ordering, memory, attention, psychosocial/social 
thinking, and motor coordination. Key components of 
the lesson planning process include:
•  Analyzing goals of a mathematics lesson
•  Analyzing the neurodevelopmental demands of the 

mathematics lesson
•  Thinking about the neurodevelopmental strengths 

and needs of each student
•  Selecting instructional strategies that address the 

strengths and needs of individual students (p. 2)
The teachers engage in collaborative lesson planning  
based on videotaped case lessons and related activities, 
which can then be adapted and implemented in their  
own classrooms.
The workshop series focuses on grades K–2 or  
grades 3–5. Each workshop session centers around  
one particular case lesson, which varies depending on 

the grade level. The first chapter details a step-by-step 
plan for preparing for implementation. The five 
workshops are: 1) planning mathematics lessons that 
reach all learners; 2) supporting language functions;  
3) supporting memory functions; 4) supporting 
psychosocial functions; and 5) supporting higher order 
thinking functions. 
For example, in Workshop 2 (Supporting Language 
Functions) the participants explore the language 
demands of mathematics and consider ways to support 
diverse learners’ communication and language use. The 
workshop overview provides the learning goals, 
materials needed, advance preparation, workshop 
set-up, vocabulary, and case highlights. Specifically, 
participants view a video clip of a student and they 
consider how the student meets, or does not meet, the 
language demands of the lesson. Next, they reflect on 
how the teacher adapted the lesson to support the 
language strengths and needs of the student. Viewing 
the video clips, participants identify the instructional 
strategies and teaching moves that the teacher used to 
support language use.

Math for All has clear learning goals and 
performance expectations with effective and 
engaging activities and performance-based 
assessments. The program’s strength stems from the 
teacher-friendly approach in focusing on diverse 
abilities, interests, and needs of students with a 
developmentally appropriate approach to learning. The 
program materials consist of a facilitator’s guide, a DVD 
with PowerPoint slides and handouts, a DVD with video 
files, and a participant book containing all of the 
handouts, worksheets, and curriculum materials. 

Moeller, B., Dubitsky, B., Cohen, M., Marschke-Tobier, K., 
Melnick, H., Metnetsky, L., Brothman, A., & Cecchine, R. 
(2012). Math for all, grades K–2 or grades 3–5. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Corwin & Bankstreet College of Education. 

Reviewed by Lynn Columba, NCSM Newsletter Editor

Barringer, M., Pohlman, C., & Robinson, M. (2010). Schools for all kinds of minds. San Francisco: Josey-Bass.
Levine, M. (2002). A mind at a time. New York: Simon & Schuster.
Pohlman, C. (2008). Revealing minds: Assessing to understand and support struggling learners. San Francisco: Josey-Bass.
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